
2018 NYSAC Legislative Conference 

Standing Committee on Economic Development and Environment 

Resolution #5 

 
Resolution Calling for Amendments to the New York State Electronic 

Equipment Recycling and Reuse Act and Urging the Department of 

Environmental Conservation to Expedite the Promulgation of Related 

Regulations 

 
WHEREAS, the New York State Electronic Equipment Recycling and Reuse Act (Act) 

was adopted by the State in 2010 in order to assist local governments with managing the 

fast-growing electronics waste stream by requiring electronics manufacturers to fund a 

recycling infrastructure and relieve municipalities from the recycling and end-of-life 

management costs; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Act has succeeded in significantly increasing electronics recovery and 

recycling in the state, but the collection infrastructure is unstable and local governments 

and other collectors are faced with mounting fees in the absence of consistent 

manufacturer funding and limited markets for cathode ray tubes (CRTs); and 

 
WHEREAS, while the Act intended to place the burden of electronics recycling on the 

manufacturers of electronic devices, the Act failed to stipulate adequate education 

requirements to inform the public of the process by which they could recycle their 

electronics with the manufacturers; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Act created a ban on disposal of electronic waste in landfills, effective 

January 2015, which resulted in a growing number of waste stream planning units 

throughout New York’s counties bearing more of the fiscal responsibility for continued 

e-scrap collection in their communities; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Act requires, and the state relies on, electronics manufacturers to fund 

e-scrap recycling programs that are effective, continuous and reasonably convenient to 

all consumers across the state; and 

 
WHEREAS, once manufacturers have met their performance standard (goal), which, 

in many cases, is midway through the year, they no longer provide financial support to 

continue their collection programs, thus shifting management costs to cash-strapped 

local governments; and 



WHEREAS, while the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) 

indicates there are no longer performance goals, some manufacturers continue to dodge 

their legal responsibility to accept electronic waste; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Act empowers the DEC to promulgate regulations that could address 

many of the shortcomings in the law, and, in 2016, the DEC began the rulemaking 

process by holding preliminary workshops and accepting comments via email; and 

 
WHEREAS, the issue is exacerbated by the fact that electronics sold today weigh much 

less than the obsolete CRT devices that make up approximately 70% of the weight of e- 

scrap generated, which are cost intensive to responsibly manage; and 

 
WHEREAS, this has resulted in many local governments across the state having 

grappled with the burden to fund or cease e-scrap collection, which has been 

particularly difficult in rural communities that do not benefit from retail collectors or 

economies of scale; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Fiscal Year 2016-17 appropriation for the Environmental Protection 

Fund assists municipalities by making $3 million available to reimburse up to 50 

percent of expenses incurred for the collection/recycling of e-waste. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the New York State Association of 

Counties (NYSAC) calls upon Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State 

Assembly, the New York State Senate and the State Department of Environmental 

Conservation to improve the current law intended to create a more stable and 

comprehensive manufacturer-implemented electronics recycling infrastructure; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC calls on state lawmakers to help alleviate 

the financial and administrative burden on municipalities who are dealing with these 

electronics by continuing to fund the reimbursement of expenses incurred collecting and 

recycling e-waste; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC calls on state lawmakers to implement 

actions to strengthen communication among stakeholders, clarify key statutory 

provisions in their present rulemaking efforts, and promote the adoption of changes to 

the Act that will provide for year-round, no-cost collection of electronics, consistent with 

convenience standards for both rural and urban populations that help alleviate the 

immediate financial pressures faced by local governments; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution shall be sent to member 

counties for their consideration; and 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution 

to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature and all others 

deemed necessary and proper. 

 


